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“COME AND SEE!”“COME AND SEE!”“COME AND SEE!”“COME AND SEE!”

“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”

(Matthew 28:6)

Sharing good news is exciting business.  New parents can share the happy news with loved

ones: “It’s a girl!” or “It’s a boy!”  Friends can shock one another with a well kept secret

birthday party: “Surprise!”  High school seniors wait for the good news from a college: “You

have been accepted.”  Even adults want to hear good news in the form of those sweet words

from a boss: “We’re giving you a raise.”  When there’s good news, we can be happy to share

it—even if we’re not on the receiving end of the message.

That thought makes me consider the work of the angels in the life of Christ.  When Jesus was

born in the little burg of Bethlehem, there were shepherds keeping watch over their fields by

night.  Who appeared to them?  Angels did!  They brought good news of great joy: Go to
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Bethlehem and see “a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12).  They

pointed to the place where he lay, as a small baby boy all wrapped up.

On that first Easter morning, angels were there again.  Angels are God’s messengers,

ministering spirits of the Almighty.  At the empty tomb of Jesus they shared another

message, rich with good news from beginning to end: “Jesus is not here; he has risen, just

as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  The angels pointed to the place where

Jesus lay.  But this time the Lord Jesus was not wrapped in cloths and he was not resting in

his place.  He had risen from the dead!  He was alive for ever and ever.  Jesus’ resurrection

from the dead imparts two spiritual certainties.  First, the resurrection is proof that we are

declared “not guilty” in God’s courtroom.  Jesus has accomplished everything to make us

right with God.  We are at peace with God and our place in heaven is safe.  Second, the

resurrection is proof that we too will rise from the dead on the Last Day.  Jesus will not leave

us to rot in the grave, but will raise our bodies and make all things new.  Until that great Day,

Jesus is ruling all things in heaven and on earth for our good.  He kept his promises and he

will continue to keep them for us and our salvation.

Until that great Day, you and I also have some work to do on this earth.  Christ Jesus has

given us our job description as his followers: “Go and make disciples of all nations!”

(Matthew 28:19).  He wants us to share the message of Easter victory and the spiritual

certainties.  Just as the angels did long ago, now Christ calls on us to tell others: “Come and

see what God has done for you!”

‘Messenger ministry is what we love to do at First German.  It’s something we will continue

to do, in order to “become all things to all people.”  (1 Corinthians 9:22).

At a special meeting of the congregation on March 14th we approved two moves to help us

act as the angels did.  We decided to call Jean Fischer to teach all-day kindergarten.  God

willing, we will reach more and more children with the message of Christ on a full-time

basis.  We also accepted an anonymous gift of $20,000 to purchase the house at 702 Marshall

Street.  After meeting with the realtor, our offer was accepted ($65,000) and a closing date

has been set (April 5th).  Our work as God’s messengers to the world continues.

To help us carry out our work, we are encouraging a special campaign: “Building God’s

Family Together… One House at a Time.”  The goal of this campaign will be initially to

open up the payment of the house at 702 Marshall Street to all members.  If the Spirit of God

moves you to give a gift toward paying off that house, feel free to give.  ‘To help with this

ministry, please use the line on your envelopes marked “Other” and write “Building God’s

Family Together”.  So far gifts have been generously given.  As good German Lutherans
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there is one thing we do not like: Schuld (German for “debt”).  Then as we turn our fiscal

calendar to a new year in July, we will turn our attention to the big house we manage

together: First German Evangelical Lutheran Church and School.  This house needs our

prayers and support as well.  This is the most comprehensive way we are “Building God’s

Family Together… One House at a Time.”  We will be building God’s family here from

the ground up with our new full day kindergarten.  We will be strengthening homes and

families as we serve them with God’s Word and Sacraments.  We will be acting as angels,

sharing good news with our children and the people of Manitowoc. Pray for the Lord Jesus

to be with us.  Pray for him to shape us—and he most certainly will!

Serving Christ with You,

Pastor B. P. Schaefer  

HMONG NEWSHMONG NEWSHMONG NEWSHMONG NEWS

On March 1st, Pastors Study Club was held 10:30 a.m. in Calvary church, Sheboygan.  Many

visits and prayers were held for those who were sick in the hospital and at home.  I am

teaching Bible stories to the Hmong ladies at Bethany church two days a week, on Tuesdays

and Thursdays.  We meet at 6:20 p.m.

Pastor Nau X. Lee

WORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEE

Remember to thank those who made our Holy Week services special.  Those who cleaned

the church, band members who practiced their instruments, people who donated money and

time for the flowers, pastors who prepared their readings and sermons, organists and choir

members who practiced all the music, children who used their voices to lead us in worship,

and the many others involved.   We are grateful to the Lord for providing all of these talented

people to our congregation.  We express our sincere thanks to all of you.

Darin Menk, Chairperson
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOREXECUTIVE DIRECTOREXECUTIVE DIRECTOREXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Members of First German,

Important Event - Please Attend: On Thursday evening April 15th and on Sunday, April

18th, everyone will have an opportunity to participate and provide meaningful input during

one of three “Listening Sessions”.  As a significant step in Phase III (The Philosophy of

Ministry and Vision), our leaders will serve as the facilitators as members openly share their

ideas and insights during these listening sessions.  The goal is to think about and express

your insights, ideas and dreams regarding the ministry that will happen in and through our

congregation in the next 5 to 6 years.  As we brainstorm and look forward, your group

session will be asked “What do we keep?” and “What do we add?” in the area of our

ministry as it relates to our church, our school, our Outreach Program, such as our Hmong

congregation along with other areas of ministry.  What ministry efforts do you envision in

the next few years or the next 5 to 6 years?

As critical part of Phase III, the Vision Task Force is in place and consists of Mark Fischer,

Lisa Blattler, Mike Nickels, Barb Henning, Tim Martinez and Joyce Robbins.  The first task

of this group will be to compile information from these sessions, analyze and synthesize the

data.  With that information, they will establish long-term goals over the next several months

to help our congregation build on the “Blessings and Strengths” stated in our Diagnostic

Analysis from Phase II. 

I can’t stress enough how important it is that everyone plan to attend one of the three

Listening Sessions and offer your input and guidance.

 Please continually keep First German in your prayers and trust in the Lord to help guide our

actions and thoughts.

Yours in Christ,

Philip Nass - Executive Director
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EVANGELISMEVANGELISMEVANGELISMEVANGELISM

On March 21, 2010, we implemented Friendship Registers for use in the congregation.  This

will allow us to keep track of our visitors and also this will be an easy way to register for

Holy Communion.  There is no need to use the Communion Envelopes, but they will be

available for those who wish to use them.

We held an “Easter for Kids” Outreach Event on Saturday, March 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00

p.m.  There were 39 children in attendance and 22 of them were not connected to our school.

Thank you to all the helpers and may God bless our efforts to serve more and more people

with the Gospel of Jesus.

Are you interested in serving the Manitowoc community?  We want to put together a group

of our members who would have an interest in cleaning up a portion of Lake Michigan beach

near our location to help out in our community.  Look for more info in the coming days.

Have a happy Easter everyone!

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Ronski, Director

Board for Evangelism

PIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWS

Monday, April 26th — Pioneer Meeting from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  Sunbeams and Buckaroos

will planting some flowers and working on a wood project.  The Girl Pioneers will be

working on a Mother’s Day project.  The Boy Pioneers will be practicing archery at

Manitowoc Lutheran High School.

Monday, April 26th — Pioneer Council Meeting from 8:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 1st — Pioneer Kite Flying / Rocket Launching at Dewey Street Park from

1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
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LANCER NEWSLANCER NEWSLANCER NEWSLANCER NEWS

Little Women –– Join the MLHS Roundtable as they present the remarkable tale of the

March sisters: Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, as one of America’s most beloved books soars to

the stage.  Seen on Broadway in 2005, this timeless tale about the power of family,

friendship, and romance, is captivating audiences of all ages!  Don’t miss this richly

sentimental favorite with family-friendly appeal.  Performances are Friday & Saturday April

23rd and 24th at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 25th at 2:00 p.m.  Reserved seats are $10.00 for

adults and $8.00 for student/children.  Bleacher seats are $6.00.  You may reserved a seat by

calling MLHS at 682-0215, ext. 127 Monday-Friday from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

SCRIP Office to be Closed –– The MLHS Scrip Office will be closed for Easter Recess from

April 2nd  – 11th.  Orders must be submitted to the Scrip office no later than March 29th for

pickup on April 1st before the recess.

Get In Shape for Spring! –– Tired of the cold?  Looking to get out of the house?  Want some

Christian fellowship?  Come join us!  Friends of MLHS will again compete against other

high schools in participation for the 2010 Bellin Run.  Whether you’re a walker, jogger, or

runner, ALL are welcome.  No age limit, just a desire to improve your health.  Contact Jeanie

Hill at 758-5268 or cjhill@lakefield.net for more information.

“Singing For Our Supper” Cookbooks –– The MLHS Accents have put together a cookbook

of favorite recipes from the Lancer Singers and their parents.  The cookbook entitled,

“Singing For Our Supper,” is available for $15 from the MLHS Scrip Office or e-mail Mr.

Joel Ungemach @ jungemach@mlhslancers.com.

Upcoming Events

4/23 – 4/25 -MLHS Spring Musical “Little Women”

(Fri. & Sat.-7:00 p.m.)

(Sun.,-2:00 p.m.)
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LETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHER

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Let us reflect on the resurrection of our Lord Christ.  It was not necessary for Christ to

die for Himself, because He was born without sin and the devil had no claim on Him. Moreover,

He was Lord over devil and death, so that the devil did not dare to attack Him.  Christ might

well have defied the devil and challenged him to touch one little hair of His head…  No, we

must view Him in this light, which this dying and rising again were for your benefit and mine.

As He died and lay under the sod as you and I must die and be buried, thus He also rose again

for our sakes and made an exchange with us; as He was brought into death through us, we shall

be restored from death to life through Him.  For by His death He has devoured our death, so that

we all will also arise and live as He arose and lives.  Therefore Christ is rightly called, “the

Firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), since He takes the lead and

draws the whole throng after Him. For whenever a first one is mentioned, it is implied that more

than one are involved.  The others who follow, the second, the third, and so forth, are included

here, all bound together, as many as have fallen asleep.  Otherwise, if Christ had risen alone and

no one was to follow Him, He could not be called “the First”…

Behold, thus we must view our treasure and turn away from temporal reality which lies before

our eyes and senses.  We must not let death and other misfortune, distress and misery, terrify us

so.  Nor must we regard what the world has and can do, but balance this against what we are and

have in Christ.  For our confidence is built entirely on the fact that He has arisen and that we

have life with Him already and are no longer in the power of death.  Therefore let the world be

mad and foolish, boasting of and relying on its money and goods; and let the devil rage with his

poisonous darts in our conscience; and let him afflict us with all sorts of trouble—against all of

this our one defiant boast shall be that Christ is our Firstfruits, that He has initiated the

resurrection, that He has burst through the devil’s kingdom, through hell and death, that He no

longer dies or sleeps but rules and reigns up above eternally, in order to rescue us, too, from this

prison and death!

Rejoicing in the Resurrection,

Martin Luther
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SIMPLY GIVINGSIMPLY GIVINGSIMPLY GIVINGSIMPLY GIVING

Each year we ask you to prayerfully consider how the Lord has blessed you, and as a

reflection of His love, prepare a written plan for how much you plan to give back to Him

through your monetary offerings.  Our written plan doesn’t always work out as planned.  Life

intervenes, and inevitably we miss a number of Sundays due to illness, vacation, or other

things that are going on in our life.  So the question is, do we always “double up” our

offerings on the week following an absence?  There is a very helpful tool available to help

you meet your first-fruits financial commitment.  It’s offered through Thrivent and is called

“Simply Giving.”  You decide the frequency and amount you would like to give, fill out a

form with this information, and per your direction funds are automatically forwarded from

your bank account to First German.  It’s reliable and safe.

1. You can choose to direct your offering to specific areas of ministry.  For

example, if your weekly offering is $100, you can specify that $80 goes toward

the general fund, $10 to the building fund, and $10 to missions. 

2. You can discontinue or change the amount at any time.

3. You do not need to be a Thrivent member to participate.

What a simple way to ensure “first fruits” giving to the Lord!  Currently, ten First German

members use Simply Giving.  If you are interested in signing up, simply fill out a form and

put in mailbox #401.  Forms are available by the guest register in the church lobby.  If you

have any questions, please contact Marty Schaller at 242-2806.

EVENING CIRCLEEVENING CIRCLEEVENING CIRCLEEVENING CIRCLE

New Beginnings is wrapping up.  If anyone still has a bottle, please return it.  Thanks to

everyone from Evening Circle who helped with this project.  In addition, thank you to

Armilla Mrotek and Marion Thiel from Ladies Aide for helping.  Thank you to everyone

who helped with the annual church cleaning.

Ellen Strutz, President
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TREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORT
For The Month Ending February 28, 2010

Unified Budget Summary

FEBRUARY, 2010

(Current Month)

JUL 2009-FEB, 2010

(Fiscal Year to Date)

Actual Budget Difference Actual Budget Difference

Receipts $41,423 $42,505 ($1,082) $420,508 $384,251 $36,257

Expenses $57,920 $57,571 $349 $449,482 $463,524 ($14,042)

Net Income

(Loss)

($16,497) ($15,066) ($1,432) ($28,974) ($79,273) $50,299

Line of Credit (Bank Loan): The Line of Credit balance was $202,030.

Building Fund: At the end of February, the Building Fund had a balance of $21,007.  There

were no large expense items (over $500) in February.

Memorial Trust Fund: Total bank balance: $79,458 ($32,248 designated; $47,210

undesignated)

New Capital Appeal: Total received to date: $149,693.  Bank balance: $3,658. 

Offerings: Weekly offerings for February averaged $9,991; which was 8% HIGHER than

the same month last year, and 7% LOWER than the same month 2 years ago.

OFFERINGS PER WEEK TOTAL OFFERINGS

2007-8 2008-9 2009-10 2007-8 2008-9 2009-10

February $10,794 $9,250 $9,991 $43,174 $36,998 $39,964

Total Fiscal Yr $10,902 $10,412 $10,302 $381,587 $354,002 $360,563

Endowment Fund Balance: The endowment fund balance at the end of February, 2010 was

$360,191.

Respectfully submitted

Marty Schaller, Treasurer
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STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering

God’s grace in its various forms.”   (1Peter 4:10)

Thanks to all who turned in their Time and Talent sheets.  If my Math is correct, we have

about 17% of them back.  To all who have not turned them in, please turn them in.  We still

would like to know how God has blessed each and everyone of you.  I had one person come

up to me and say, “You already know what talents I have.”  I said, “That might be true but

the next Director might not.”

We are working on a ‘Volunteer Board’.  This board will work as an avenue for people in

need.  People would fill out a 3 x 5 note card and place it on the board.  Here are a couple

examples: I need someone to mow my lawn for 2 weeks, shovel snow as needed, walk my

dog or help paint my house.  Then anyone in the congregation could take the card and use

his or her Time and Talents to help someone in need.

Greeters – does that bring back any memories?  I believe this subject came up with our

Parish Assistance, sometimes visitors are not sure which way to go to find the sanctuary.  We

have been discussing this in our board meetings and decided that it would be a good idea to

get volunteers to greet the members and any new comers to our church.  I have practiced this

when I usher and it seems like people welcome the idea.  The person in charge of a particular

door will open the door and cheerfully welcome anyone who is coming to worship.  Watch

for a sign-up sheet in the coming weeks.  All are invited to help out.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Easter.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Haupt, Director

Board for Stewardship
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LUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLS

Dennis Leckwee - Principal Allen Liermann - Director

Board Members

David Lindemann Randy Blattler Scot Steckmesser

Shannon Peitersen Brian Wendt Mark Fischer

First, I would like to congratulate all our LES basketball teams on their seasons and for once

again showing great school spirit at all the basketball tournaments.

As a Board, we have been working at enhancing our Pre-K3, Pre-K4 , and Kindergarten

programs.  We also have looking at changing school hours from 9:00 a.m. - 3:50 p.m. to 8:00

a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  This would be implemented in next year’s schedule.  Also on our agenda

is to be able to offer what we call aftercare, especially for pre-school students in the

afternoon until roughly 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. if needed.  As always if you have any questions feel

free to contact a Board member or Mr. Leckwee.

We will be looking for help when we move the Pre-school room out of the basement into Mr.

Menk’s room this summer.  Our annual candy sale money has been ear marked for this

project.  Mr. Menk will be sharing Mr. Leckwee’s room.

Once again we had a very good turnout for Family Fun Night.  There were games, videos,

some tattoos, basketball games (students versus parents) free-throw contests and much more.

A good time was had by all.  Thank the Lord for these fellowship gatherings.

On a personal note, I needed a winter job this year because my regular job was no longer

available.  So I have been working mornings at a local farm.  I will be ending my

employment there soon so the owners brought in a young man of Mexican decent for me to

train to take my place.  At the end of the first day I asked him if he went to church, since he

told me he had two small children and I wanted to know if they were baptized.   Very simply,

he said yes they were baptized, they went to church every Sunday and Jesus was the reason

for everything they had and for our salvation.  It made my day!  What a simple way to live

our lives everyday.

In Christ’s service,

Allen Liermann, Director

Board for Lutheran Schools
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LWMSLWMSLWMSLWMS

The LWMS Spring Rally will be held on Tuesday, April 13th, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 9th and

Pine Street, Manitowoc.  The theme for the Rally is “...To Every Nation, Tribe and Language...”.

The morning speaker will be Mark Vance of WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee and their work

in Haiti Relief will be his topic.  In the afternoon, Pastor Harold Essmann will speak to us about the

Multi-Language Publications.

At the business meeting, we will have the opportunity to vote on which project the offerings from

the Rally and Mission Boxes will go to.

Registration forms were in the Sunday bulletin on March 21st.  Lunch will be served.  The cost is $5.

The registration form should be sent to Linda Verlinden, 3933 Indian Bluff Dr., Manitowoc by April

5th.

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.  Business meeting at 8:30 a.m.  Opening devotion at 9:00 a.m.

LWMS Rallies are very informative and interesting.  Hope to see you there.

Elisabeth Knuth, LWMS Reporter

SOUP & SANDWICH RECAPSOUP & SANDWICH RECAPSOUP & SANDWICH RECAPSOUP & SANDWICH RECAP

Soup and Sandwich Suppers 2010 are now history.  I hope you enjoyed the menus that were

presented.  If you have suggestions for  next year, you may address them to me or the Fellowship

committee of the Spiritual Welfare Board. My wife, Jean did some of the food preparation at home.

Special thanks to the following people who helped prepare the meals: Ellen Holschbach, Arle

Koeppe, Cindy Wendt, Anne Spangenberg, Jennifer Owen and Elaine Braasch.  Thanks for the

people from the host groups (CPO, Evening Circle and Pioneers) who served and cleaned up after

each supper.  Thanks to everyone who donated the delicious desserts for each meal and VERY

SPECIAL THANKS TO NORTHERN WI PRODUCE for the delicious cheeses that were donated.

Many hands make the task easy and this most certainly was true for the suppers. Thanks for the great

support.

Ralph Schwark, Fellowship Coordinator

A special thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Schwark, for all their work in planning, buying, cooking and

serving these meals for the benefit of our congregation.
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MANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

The MLHS Sunday Showcase was held on March 7th, and it turned out to be a huge success.  Attendance

was excellent, the food was very good, and everyone enjoyed the Christian fellowship and entertainment.

The proceeds raised from the Sunday Showcase will be used to replace the bleachers, which are no longer

safe or up to code.  They have no interior railings or designated walk-ways.  There is no space for guests

who use wheelchairs, walkers or strollers.  The entire cost of the project is $60,000 to $70,000.  A good

portion of that amount was raised during Sunday Showcase.  The Board of Control has authorized a

supplemental fund drive to generate additional revenue to complete the project this summer.  (After the

bleachers are removed from the gym, some additional finishing work will be done on the gym floor also.)

If anyone would like to donate money toward the bleacher project, every $100 gift will cover the cost of

one bleacher seat.  Gifts of any amount are welcomed.

2010 – 2011 School Year projected enrollment:

47 – 9th Grade  (that’s about 53% of the 8th graders in our Lutheran Elementary Schools)

54 – 10th Grade

46 – 11th Grade

49 – 12th Grade

12 – International students

208 – Total estimated enrollment    (2009 – 2010 enrollment is 206)

Throughout the course of the year, the students at MLHS have had opportunities to live their faith by

participating in a number of service projects.  The MLHS volleyball team and students from Reedsville

raised over $2,000 for the cancer program at an area hospital.  The seniors in the National Honor Society

(along with students from Brillion High School) collected 430 stuffed animals for children at both area

hospitals and Children’s Hospital of Milwaukee.  The MLHS Student Council sponsored a collection of

nonperishable food for Peter’s Pantry in Manitowoc.  The Varsity and JV basketball teams adopted two

families from St. Marcus Congregation in Milwaukee for Christmas.  They purchased gifts, wrapped

them, and delivered them on December 20th.  The National Honor Society and Student Council will travel

to Georgia during Easter break to assist Builders for Christ, who are erecting a new WELS church there.

Our students have many chances to “let their lights shine.”

Lutheran High received a gift of real estate from an individual in our area.  It is a residential lot on the

north side of Manitowoc.  A gift of $5,000 was made by the same individual to cover the cost of any

future sidewalk requirements.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Fischer, Lead Delegate
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SCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSIC

Near the end of the school year, all of the elementary school students review what they have

learned during the year.  Some of the things learned are demonstrated to an audience at a

music show.  Some themes of the show have been: the elements of music, dancing, world

music, and playing instruments.

This year’s music show theme is folk songs.  Students will add actions, artwork, and

instruments to folk songs they have learned.  Some will be well known to the audience, while

others may not.  Come and see the students perform on May 18th at 10:30 a.m.  Invite your

friends and family to join us.  You won’t want to miss it!

Mr. Menk is again offering a summer music workshop for WELS teachers.  This year’s

theme is ‘Making Music Active’.  Teachers will learn how to keep students interested by

adding instruments, modeling music roll-outs and charts, displaying posters, and by creating

interactive bulletin boards.  Teachers will also learn how to teach the elements of music

during choir rehearsals.  It is Mr. Menk’s hope that through this workshop, more and more

students in the WELS will learn more about music, become excited about it, and consider

being active church musicians for years to come.

Darin Menk, Director

Church & School Music
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SYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWS
(From the WELS Together newsletter)

New Mission Congregations Planned

The Board for Home Missions (BHM) has announced that it is moving forward with efforts to establish

two new home mission congregations and to expand the outreach efforts in two other locations. One new

mission congregation will be established in Castle Rock, Colo. Another, which will concentrate on

outreach among the Hmong community, will be established in Kansas City, Kan. In addition, Santo

Tomas in Phoenix, Ariz., will receive a second pastor in order to expand its outreach among the Hispanic

community. Living Savior in Asheville, N.C., will be provided funding for a second pastor to expand its

outreach efforts and to work toward establishing other congregations in the rapidly growing area.

Synod Salaries Frozen For A Second Year

The BHM's action follows the Synodical Council's (SC) Feb. 27 decision to freeze the salaries of all

synodical workers at the current level. (Note: the freeze was not fully reported in the last edition of

"Together" to allow time for affected workers to be notified first.) The SC approved the freeze because

of the potential shortfall in funding for the next fiscal year, which begins in July. This shortfall may occur

because of the anticipated reduction in gifts from the Schwan Foundation and because commitments from

congregations are lower than what was anticipated. This is the second consecutive year in which salaries

have not been increased.

While the mission expansion and salary freeze may appear inconsistent, keep in mind all of the BHM

initiatives are being carried out within the established and approved synod budget and in keeping with

previous plans of the Board for Home Missions. With the salary freeze, the SC acted in keeping with a

resolution passed by the 2009 convention. That resolution directed the SC to maintain current

compensation levels before making any further reduction in the mission and ministry programs of the

synod. The convention preferred that this should be done with unpaid furloughs (rather than a salary

freeze), but the SC was informed that the logistics of implementing furloughs would be unmanageable

and impractical. The SC followed the intent of the convention by reducing compensation costs before

reducing ministry programs.

Also, an important aspect of the SC decision was a provision that the salaries could be unfrozen in the

future if sufficient financial resources become available. An increase in giving (beyond what is now

projected) would make possible the reinstatement of the modest planned salary increase.

He Lives!

As we follow our Savior with repentant hearts on his path to the cross, we also anticipate with joy the

message of the angel on the first Easter Sunday: "He is not here; he has risen!" May the comfort of Good

Friday and the joy of Easter Sunday be yours, in Christ, our crucified and risen Savior.

Serving in Christ,

Rev. Mark Schroeder (WELS President)
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MINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTS

Baptisms

_ Angel Mya Her

_ Sydney Elizabeth Pribbernow

_ Sage Marie Stokes

Funerals

_ Karl Olp

ALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILD

Here is the schedule for communion helpers for the months of April and May.  If you have

any questions, give Mrs. Mrotek a call at 682-0839.

April Set-Up Clean-Up

Thursday Harold Paasch

Rodger Smith

Adelaide Ording

Cheryl Paszkiewicz

Maundy Thursday Harold Paasch

Rodger Smith

Nancy Becker

Edith Becker

Sunday Harold Paasch

Rodger Smith

Sonja Witczak

Kay Kerchefske - 11 - 25

May Set-Up Clean-Up

Thursday Lee Baryenbruch

Marilyn Baryenbruch

Randy Kieffer

Chris Kieffer

Sunday Lee Baryenbruch

Marilyn Baryenbruch

Kathy Lahaie

Bette Heinzen

Communion Linens

Marilyn Anklam for April

Cynthia Nass for May


