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THE VERY WORDS OF GODTHE VERY WORDS OF GODTHE VERY WORDS OF GODTHE VERY WORDS OF GOD

1 Peter 4:11 – “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone
serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised
through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

Dear Christians of First German,

“Why do pastors need to know Greek and Hebrew?”  One of my relatives recently asked me that
question.  It’s a question I heard many times throughout college and seminary, and it’s one I
imagine I will continue to hear in the future.  It’s a good question to ask ourselves as part of a
congregation living by the Spirit and as part of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  After
all, we support the Synod with our offerings and prayers, and a large portion of that support goes
to the ministerial education system (2 preparatory high schools, one college, and one Seminary).
So, why do we require our pastors to go through such rigorous training?
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Thus saith the LORD
Every profession has its own unique tools and skills.  The plumber’s tools differ from the
mechanic’s tools which differ from the computer software engineer’s or the doctor’s.  The tools for
a pastor are the precious words of God himself.  Pastors do not share their opinions about life here
and in heaven.  Pastors have a message from the hall of the Great King himself.  This Word is what
pastors are privileged to share as they preach and teach, counsel and comfort, admonish and
absolve.  Saint Peter wrote, “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of
God.”  When a pastor stands up to preach or teach, he must have the confidence of knowing this
is God’s message.  The study of Holy Scripture in the original Greek and Hebrew gives a pastor the
tools to have that confidence.  He studies the very words of God and speaks the very words of God.
He can say Sunday after Sunday, “Thus says the LORD!”  As God’s people here at First German,
we can have the confidence of hearing the very Words of God.  What a blessing for us and our
loved ones!

Time Well Spent
There is also another benefit as pastors study God’s Word.  The Old Testament Hebrew has
concrete word pictures and the New Testament Greek is filled with deep concepts.  These facets of
language provide vivid images and rich application for the lives of Christians today.  For example,
when Paul told the Corinthians about the care Titus had for them, he said literally, “[Titus’]
intestines go out to you.”  It sounds much better in English: “his affection for you” (2 Corinthians
7:15), yet we notice how deep the love and affection of Titus must have been.  We, your pastors,
take time to study God’s Word each week and to see these pictures.  Sometimes they don’t all
appear in the sermon, but maybe you’ll hear one of your pastors talking about it in Bible class or
elsewhere.  In any case, it’s time well spent in God’s Word for the sake of us all.

New Bible Translation
You may also have heard about another Bible translation coming out.  In 2011 the current NIV will
be replaced by a new edition.  The publishers of the NIV, Biblica, will not publish the exact text
of the NIV Bible as we have it today.  Instead they will publish an “updated, more readable
edition.”  Many people refer to this new edition as “NIV 2011.”  For more info go to
www.biblica.com.  This all means we might need to re-evaluate the translation we use as a
congregation and as a church body.  A Synodical committee has been appointed to study the new
translation.  We as pastors and congregation will want to be ready to
discuss this matter as well.  To God be the glory as we do this, so that his
kingdom may continue to come to us and others through the Word.

Serving in Christ,

Pastor Schaefer
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WORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEEWORSHIP COMMITTEE

The worship committee will be meeting in early August to continue planning for the next
year.  We will discuss the schedule of services, format of special services, liturgies we will
be using, and how we will continue to use instrumentalists, organists, choirs, and soloists.

Throughout the year the committee will add input on what the pastors and music director
suggest so that things go smoothly, are done well, and involve as many people as possible.
As the vision statement for worship is completed and approved by the congregation, the
committee will take these ideas and put them to use.  One of these ideas is to print out more
of the service in one bulletin.  This will avoid so many inserts for different hymns, psalms,
or words to songs.  It will also make it easier for us to use a variety of liturgies without
having to look inside and then outside the pages in the hymnal. 

It is not our goal to replace the use of our hymnal.  It is extremely valuable for all of us to
know our hymnal well.  When we are in need of prayers, Christian Worship has them.  When
we want to know which psalm might help us through our day, Christian Worship has that
too.  When we want to review words of hymns learned before, Christian Worship provides
poetry and melody tied closely together.  When we want to sing in harmony at home or
during worship, Christian Worship gives us that too.  It is our goal to make it easier to use
our hymnal along with the many other resources available to us.

Our committee members look forward to serving you again this year: Pastor Rosenow, Pastor
Schaefer, Kevin Buch, Joel Ungemach, Armilla Mrotek, Sara Schaller, Barb Hennig and
myself.  Please feel free to talk to any of us about questions or comments you may have.

Darin Menk, Chairperson
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MINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTSMINISTRY ACTS

��������
�  Nathan Nass

ALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILD

Here is the schedule for communion helpers for the months of August and September.  If you
have any questions, give Mrs. Mrotek a call at 682-0839.

	�
��� ���
�� �����
��

�������� Lori Kiss
Christin Leckwee

Pam Opperman
Delores Korte

������ Lori Kiss
Christin Leckwee

Marilyn Anklam
Jean Slaby

��������� ���
�� �����
��

�������� Dona Buch             Nona Korte
Beverly Dittman

������ Delores Korte
Shirley Daugs

Donna Stecker
& Daughters

����������������
Betty Heinzen for August & September



Page -5-

LETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHERLETTER FROM LUTHER

In each issue of Glad Tidings we include a brief section of something from Martin Luther—a
message for our time.  This month’s “letter” is Luther’s encouragement for us to preserve the
learning of Greek and Hebrew for our pastors.  Our ministerial education system, which
thoroughly trains our pastors, is a precious blessing we have as WELS Lutherans.
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“My dear Germans, let us open our eyes, and let
us thank God for this precious treasure of his
Word and let us guard it well, lest it again be
taken from us and the devil have his reckless way.
For though the Gospel has come and is daily
coming through the Holy Spirit alone, we cannot
deny that the languages were the means through
which it came.  Let us then foster the languages as
zealously as we love the Gospel.  For it is not
meaningless that God caused His Scripture to be
written in these two languages only: the Old
Testament in Hebrew and the New Testament in
Greek.  The languages, therefore, which God did
not despise but chose above all others for His
Word we, too, ought to honor above all others.

Let us ever bear this in mind: We shall have a hard time preserving the Gospel without the
languages.  The languages are the sheath in which this sword of the Spirit is contained.  They
are the case in which we carry this jewel.  They are the vessel in which we hold this wine.
They are the larder in which this food is stored.  Thus, may we always treasure the
languages.”

����������������������������������������
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TREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORTTREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month Ending June 30, 2010

�����������
����������
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$���)���'�����*���&
	)���� ���
�� *�������)� 	)���� ���
�� *�������)�

Receipts $71,548 $35,295 $36,253 $641,619 $595,097 $46,522
Expenses $61,685 $56,088 $5,596 $688,268 $692,619 ($4,351)
Net Income
(Loss)

$9,864 ($20,793) $30,656 ($46,650) ($97,522) $50,872

���������������$���+�����&,  The Line of Credit balance was -!.# /0/1"23  of which $25,704.03
was for 702 Marshall (remainder was $246,154).

�������
�����,� At the end of June, the Building Fund had a balance of -!" 4.21�� Large expense
items (over $500) in June: Menards $1,127; Lakeland Landscape $525; Luisier Plumbing $744.

%������������������,  Total bank balance: -/5 2.# .  Of this amount, $37,293 was designated and
$47,078 was undesignated.

��������	�����,  Total received to date: -#05 "!21  Bank balance: -2 (/. .

6������
�,  Weekly offerings for June averaged $8,867; which was 14% LOWER than the same
month last year, and 8% LOWER than the same month 2 years ago.

6���78�9��:�7�;��< �6�	��6���78�9�
2007-8 2008-9 2009-10 2007-8 2008-9 2009-10

June $9,588 $10,288 $8,867 $38,353 $51,441 $44,334
Total Fiscal Yr $10,656 $10,499 $10,330 $511,499 $503,945 $495,858

����=���������������)� : The endowment fund balance at the end of June, 2010 was $351,907.

Respectfully submitted,

Marty Schaller, Treasurer
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NORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT CONVENTIONNORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT CONVENTIONNORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT CONVENTIONNORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT CONVENTION

Salutations to the saints of First German, grace and peace to you from our Father and our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ,

On June 13th - 15th, I had the privilege of attending the district convention with our brothers, David
Rosenow, Benjamin Schaefer, Richard Siegler, Dennis Leckwee and Joel Ungemach as your single
lay delegate.  It was a humbling experience to worship with so many gifted male vocalists under one
roof.  Fortunately for all those around me, I did not know the songs or the melodies.  The First Vice
President of the District, Pastor Mark Gass, preached at the opening service.  He talked about being
“Bible-based, saved-by-grace, eyes-to-the-skies, free-but-confessional Lutheran Christians”.  His
point was to “Enjoy your Lutheran Christian Home” focusing on Ephesians 2:11-22.  The part that
stands out to me is the following: “In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become
a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by his Spirit” (Ephesians 2:21,22).

So what does it mean to be Confessional Lutherans?  Well, we have to go back to the two Latin
words, “quia” or “because” and “quantenus” or “insofar as”.  WELS as confessional Lutherans
believe that the Book of Concord (our Confession) is adhered to “because” (quia) it is faithful to
Scriptures.  Some other synods believe to hold to the book of Concord “insofar as” (quatenus) the
Book of Concord is faithful to Scriptures.  This “insofar as” statement implies that the Book of
Concord might have some errors.  What does this mean to us?  We were told by Pastor Gass about
the controversies that are going on the Missouri Synod.  I am not all surprised but actually
encouraged by this news.  My prayer is that all Lutherans who believe in the flawlessness or absolute
perfection of the Word return to Augsburg, where Lutherans in the past confessed their faith.  Let
us as well not be afraid also to share these truths with our children.  How many of us, including our
children, own a copy of the Book of Concord?

6��������>�������	)��>�����
We also had the privilege of hearing Dr. John D. Schuetze’s presentation on “What does it mean to
be a Lutheran?” broken into three parts: sola Scriptura, sola gratia, and sola fide. I will summarize
but can provide a copy to all who request it.  We know that by one Scripture, one grace, and one
faith we are confessional Lutherans.  Each of these three words stands on the other, for what is faith
without grace, and what is Scripture without faith, and what is grace without the Word (John 1:1)?

While we were gathered, we also elected new officers and restructured the circuits of our District.
The Manitowoc Conference went from two circuits to four, in order that the circuit pastors can better
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assist the congregations in their area as a less spread out flock.

Regarding my final summary, the only thing I found a little discouraging was the Synod’s 2017 long
term financial plan.  The numbers look bleak, brothers and sisters.  Many of our church leaders have
taken a “proactive” approach in order to stream-line our Synod, based upon the forecasts.
Personally, I have never seen a long term financial plan get even close at a five year interval.  But
we do want to think positively.  This down turn in our economy is little more than a season, and it
too shall pass for it is written: “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so
that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness” (Hebrews 3:13).  I care little for their
forecasts.  It is my supplication and prayer that First German alone sends four graduates to be called
pastors by the year 2017.  Pastors and teachers will be more in demand for the spiritual famine I
believe is more likely. 

Your servant in Christ,

Matthew Atsinger, Delegate

HMONG MINISTRYHMONG MINISTRYHMONG MINISTRYHMONG MINISTRY

I have made many visits this past month of those who are sick at home and in the hospital.  I prayed
with them for health and comfort.  I also attended many gradation parties.  On July 11th, I went to
Calvary Church in Sheboygan to lay on hands for Wattsai Lee and Titus Lee’s installation.

Pastor Nau X. Lee

Ladies’ Craft Night
Friday, August 13th — 6:00 - ? p.m. 

First German Heritage Hall

All First German ladies are invited to come and enjoy an evening out.  This is a good night for
crafting, conversation, and cookies!  Bring a friend, beverage, snacks and a craft to work on.
Stamping and scrapbooking supplies will be available to use free of charge!  Questions? Contact
Carrie Ungemach 973-3260.
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LUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLSLUTHERAN SCHOOLS

Dennis Leckwee - Principal (682-7021) Allen Liermann - Director (905-0422)
Board Members

David Lindemann (684-2059) Randy Blattler (682-4654) Scot Steckmesser (682-0451)
Shannon Peitersen (684-4376) Brian Wendt (686-9335) Mark Fischer (684-6683)

June has seen much cleaning, moving Darin Menk’s classroom into a shared classroom with Mr.
Leckwee and converting Darin’s room into our Pre-School room, thus getting the Pre-school out of
the basement.  There were some chalk boards taken down in both of these rooms.  The walls were
fixed and the entire rooms repainted.  Feel free to stop and see the progress that is being made.
Many thanks to all the volunteers that have made these changes possible.

In our upcoming board meetings, we will be going through the teacher evaluation questionnaires
returned last year and continue to update our school’s handbook.  Although our formal registration
took place on the last days of  school, we are always open to someone who is interested in our
school.  If you know someone who is looking for a safe environment and a quality education
encourage them to call Mr. Leckwee (682-7021) at school.  We know some people don’t think about
school till August, so let them know that we gladly accept students throughout the summer.

FIRST GERMAN LES MISSION STATEMENT
First German Lutheran School’s purpose is to reach out to ALL children with the good news that
God in Christ Jesus has forgiven all sins.  We help parents nurture and develop the different talents
God has given their children through solid, challenging academics and extra-curricular programs.
We help our students appreciate the joy of living for God here on earth and one day joining Him in
heaven.

I put the Mission statement in this article to state that one of the missions of our Board this year is
to brain storm ideas of getting our school noticed in our community and using the God given talents
of our staff, parents and students in using our school as an outreach tool of the work Christ was
commissioned us to do, proclaiming Jesus’ name as our Savior.

To Christ be the glory,

Allen Liermann, Director
Board for Lutheran Schools
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PARISH EDUCATIONPARISH EDUCATIONPARISH EDUCATIONPARISH EDUCATION
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The Board for Parish Education oversees the many educational programs within our
congregation.  The Lord once again blessed our efforts this past year.  What an honor and a
privilege it is to see the many dedicated and hardworking volunteers proclaiming the
message of salvation to all of God’s children (young and old)!  These volunteers truly make
the many different aspects of our Parish Ministry at First German run smoothly.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following staff members who have given
many hours and years of their time to help make our programs successful.  These workers
have indicated that they will be “retiring” from their volunteer efforts:

1. Joan Free (Sunday School)
2. Jean Schwark (Lutheran Girl Pioneers)
3. Ralph Schwark (Lutheran Pioneers)
4. Jeff Schwede (Lutheran Pioneers)

��)����
��>����
� Vacation Bible School

� August 2nd - 6th

� 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.
� Please invite your nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and neighborhood

children!
� Contact Miss Wordell or Pastor Schaefer with any questions

� Fabulous Friday Fun Night
� August 6th

� 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
� “Block Party”
� Food
� Door Prizes
� Games: Mini Golf, Bounce House, Face Painting, and more!
� Musical Entertainment by “The Artesian WELS” (6:30 - 7:30 p.m.)
� Invite your friends, relatives and neighbors.  Introduce them to First

German!
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During the coming year the Board for Parish Education will prayerfully pursue the following goals:

� Form a committee to guide the congregation’s Parish Education.  The committee shall
have members representing:

� Sunday School Staff (Superintendent)
� Lutheran Boy and Girl Pioneer Leaders
� Vacation Bible School Staff
� 2 Congregation Members at Large (one male, one female)
� Board for Parish Education Director

� Vision Task Force Recommendations
� Examine the Task Force’s recommendations
� Prepare and implement a schedule using these recommendations

� Continue to work with our Pastoral staff to revise and energize our current Bible class
structure.

� Sunday Morning Bible Studies (between services on Sunday morning)
� Begin with fellowship time and break into groups at 9:20 a.m.
� Teen Class
� Survey of the Old Testament
� Singing the Faith: Living the Lutheran Musical Heritage
� Table Talk (formerly CPO): Parenting & Bible Study
� God’s Grace in the Life of Luther
� Hmong Bible Class: Pastor Lee

� Mid-week Bible Class   (Wednesday - 6:30 p.m., Thursday  - 10:30 a.m.)
� Christ’s Love in the Means of Grace
� A Brief Study on the Antichrist

� Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Breakfast: Pastoral Staff
� Area WELS Women’s Bible Class: Mrs. Kathie Wendland

� Continue to support our youth education:
� Sunday School (Pre-K - 8th grade)
� Lutheran Boy Pioneers and Lutheran Girl Pioneers
� Vacation Bible School
� Youth Group (71ely 61n �1 hrist the <1ing)
� Youth Catechism Classes

In HIS Service

Joel P. Ungemach, Director
Board for Parish Education
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STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP

The Stewardship Board saw some changes this year with me being the new director and then adding
a female member for a different perspective.  We set some goals for the 2009-2010 fiscal year and
did a good job accomplishing them.  Here are some of the items that we have accomplished:

� We agreed upon having a Stewardship Series and the pastors did a great job with “For
Me to Live is Christ”, talking about how we should deal with our Tasks, Relationships
and our Resources.

� The next item on our list was the Time and Talent sheets.  We revised the old ones and
gave the new sheets to all members age 14 and older.  Tammy is working on entering
the information into the computer system.  We have only received 104 sheets.  If you
have not filled one out please do, as we need to know your talents and usefulness to the
church.

� The ‘Helping Hands’ board was designed and placed in the hallway to help those
members who are in need of assistance with just about anything.  We are monitoring the
cards to see that they are being acted upon in a timely manner. Please look the board
over and see if you can help.

� ‘GREETERS’ – we need you!  We are in our third month of adding extra greeters.  The
‘Greeter’ list is next to the ‘Helping Hands’ board.  We are working on other avenues
to make it more convenient for people to sign up.  If you want to be a greeter and have
an email address, we can email you the list so you can sign up that way.  Also we will
place a list in the mail slot of those who circled ‘greeter’ on their Time and Talent
surveys.  Then it will get posted on the original list and in the bulletins. 

� Looking ahead to the 2010-2011 year; we are planning to have a Stewardship series
again in the fall and adding a Community Welfare Contact to look at the public social
agencies and explore ways we could work into their programs. 

Hope you are having a great summer!  Don’t forget about Vacation Bible School and the party that
is planned for August 6th.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Haupt, Director
Board for Stewardship
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CHURCH PROPERTIESCHURCH PROPERTIESCHURCH PROPERTIESCHURCH PROPERTIES

Thanks to all who helped with the classrooms.  Your help is greatly appreciated and saved
Todd many hours of backbreaking work.

The sign committee is still in process of getting permission from the city to erect a sign with
our name on it.

702 Marshall Street property: If you have any questions or comments, please put them in my
mailbox (#324) or talk to Marty Schaller or myself.  Also, if you see something that should
be repaired, please let us know.

Board Members
Dave Korte Jerry Menges Bob Nicholson

Larry Nickels, Director
Board for Church Properties

EVANGELISMEVANGELISMEVANGELISMEVANGELISM

Evangelism Committee - we started out small but the Lord has sent to us many to help with
evangelism.  We still have more positions to fill for those who are interested.  Currently our
members are Pastor Schaefer, Ron Ronski, Joyce Robbins, Dan Cigler and Jonathan
Schwark; along with Sandy Ronski and Anna Schaefer, volunteers for the friendship registry.
The Technology committee consists of Jeff Schwark, Mike Nickels, Matt Menges, Brian
Wendt and Fred Benthien.  We say thank you to them for serving the Lord with their time
and talents.

Peace through Jesus signs - just a reminder - these signs are still available in the church
lobby.

Friendship resistor/visitor - follow up on the use of the registers has been going well.  The
current way of entering the information can be time consuming, but hopefully we can get
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around that soon.  Keeping track of attendance, communion and visitors is efficient and we
are stopping in on our new visitors with a gift bag made by the Ladies Aid.

Yellow pages ad - this became a huge part of our budget which we have discontinued and
are waiting for the funding that was originally offered to continue and support these ads.

B.I.C. - another Bible information class is coming to an end and has given many the
opportunity to hear God’s word and to be drawn by the Holy Spirit to faith.

New church and school sign - our interest in the new sign has brought progress to an idea
that had been set aside.  We are eager to see more information from church properties on that
progress.

County Fair booth and open house - we are going to continue these efforts, but would like
to breathe new life into the fair booth and the community wide event of an open house to our
church and possibly the school by flyers, adds, banners, or a social event.  In the past year
with our open house there was not anything outside the church welcoming the public.

New member board / Adopt a family - thanks to Jonathan Schwark for the success of the
board.  We are currently starting a group that will adopt a new member family to get better
acquainted with and ease them into our loving Church body.

Technology Committee - another new group created to work with Facebook, discussion
groups, e-mail, and a source of technology support to those looking to use the computer to
learn more about First German, God’s word or fellowship with other WELS members.

Beach clean up - another way we want to reach out to our community and get involved is
to help keep our local beaches clean.  This project is just getting started but like all the rest
we are still looking for those who would be interested in joining evangelism and share their
time or talents with us.  We are always looking for new ways to reach out and spread God’s
word.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Ronski, Director
Board for Evangelism
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MANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLMANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

Success!!!  All 300 bleacher seats have been purchased.  As part of the makeover of the
MLHS gym, the bleachers are being replaced.  To pay for the project, the word went out a
number of months ago, requesting donations of $100 per bleacher seat to cover the cost.
Well, recently the goal of raising $30,000 has been reached.  Thanks to everyone who made
donations for the project.  Praise God for this success!!

Another part of the makeover of the gym is the replacement of the public address system.
You can imagine how important the sound system is to our school activities.  It’s used every
time there is a festival service (such as Reformation), for plays and musicals, concerts,
sporting events, etc.  The cost for the system, including equipment and installation, is about
$45,000.  About $25,000 has been raised, so some of the installation of wiring, etc., has
begun.  However, the project can’t be completed until the rest of the money has been raised.
It’s important that the new system be completed before November.  That’s when MLHS will
be hosting a Choral Festival in which about ½ of all the WELS High Schools will be
participating.  If you would like to help with your gifts, call the school office at 682-0215 or
contact Scott Reinhard at screinhard@mlhslancers.com.

Freshman enrollment stands at 51 students for this fall, including 2 international student
freshmen.  When the school year begins, two new classes will be included in the curriculum:
English as a second language and a basic Bible information class, both of which will be
offered to our 12 international students.

On August 7th the 19th Annual Golf Classic will be held at Fox Hills in Mishicot.  Money
raised from this event will be used for gym and Lancer Field renovations.  Over the years,
literally tens of thousands of dollars have been raised from this event to fund projects that
are not part the budget.

Mark Fischer, Lead Delegate
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SCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSICSCHOOL MUSIC

The children’s singing schedule is set for the next school year.  Every grade will sing several
times each semester.  Pre-school students will also sing during the year several times.
Kindergarten through grade two will sing in the early church service one weekend and in the
late service the next weekend.  Students in the other grades will sing in both services on one
weekend.  Because we have students from Grace Lutheran Church in our school as well, we
will again sing at their congregation too.  We thank Pastor Pankow and the members of
Grace for letting us join them in worship.

All of the music for students’ singing and the handbells has been chosen.  Recordings of the
music have been made.  Special psalm settings, use of band instruments, special hymn
settings, and congregational singing with choir are all planned.  What a joy it will be to see
and hear the great music we can offer in praise to our Lord.

Several people in the congregation have requested that the children sing, play, and ring in
the front of church.  We will continue to do that as much as possible.  However, there will
be times where the organist, accompanist, director, or singers need to be upstairs.  In those
cases, choirs will stay in the balcony.

Sometimes we have students who want to take piano or band lessons, but can’t afford the
instrument or the lessons.  If you have a used instrument that is still in good shape or in need
of only minor repairs, consider donating or lending it to the music program at school.  Each
instrument can then be given to a student who would use it for the year(s) he or she is in the
program.  Your generosity will help even more of our students participate and lead us in
worship with their music talent.

Darin Menk, Director
Church & School Music
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SYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWS
(from the WELS Together newsletter)

WELS President Travels to India
This month WELS President Rev. Mark Schroeder will be taking his first trip to a world mission
field.  He and Rev. Phil Koelpin, chairman of the Board for World Missions, will be traveling to
India July 8th - 23rd to visit congregations of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Ministries, WELS’ sister
church in India.  “I can’t begin to imagine what I will see and experience,” says Schroeder, “but I’m
sure this trip will help me to better understand what the Lord is doing in places on the other side of
the world.”  Meeting fellow Christians and seeing their work firsthand, he says, will help him better
communicate about mission work to WELS members in the States.

Rev. Michael Duncan, chairman of the South Asia Administrative Committee of the Board for
World Missions, says this visit will also be encouraging to the members in India.  “It reinforces the
knowledge that a church body on the other side of the world cares about them and their workers,”
he says.  “The people also appreciate being able to personally express their gratitude to the people
of WELS through the leaders for their support and training.”

While in India, Schroeder and Koelpin will be attending a church dedication, visiting national
churches, and talking to seminary students.  They also will be the featured guests at the seminary
graduation of ten national workers.  These graduates will join the 12 national pastors, 83 gospel
workers, and 12 Bible women who serve more than seven thousand people in 134 congregations.
“I’m really looking forward to witnessing that milestone and seeing these men at the end of a long
and difficult preparation, now ready to be pastors and full-time proclaimers of the gospel,” says
Schroeder.  On their way back to the United States, Schroeder and Koelpin also will stop in Hong
Kong to visit Asia Lutheran Seminary.

LWMS Holds Convention
More than 800 people attended the 47th annual convention of the Lutheran Women'’ Missionary
Society (LWMS) in St. Louis, MO., on June 24th - 27th.  “One can’t help but get excited about
mission work after attending one of these conventions and being saturated for two days with
‘mission reality stories,’ says Jan Lampe, a member at St. Paul, Muskego, WI., and a frequent
attendee of LWMS conventions.  “Hearing about the doors being opened to save souls in countries
that WELS had never considered witnessing in years ago is truly a blessing from God.”

Those attending the convention heard from missionaries around the world.  Through the kids c.a.r.e.
program, LWMS organizers also presented more than $74,000 to World Missions for outreach in
Pakistan and Nepal.  WELS youth contributed more than $49,000, while the Antioch Foundation
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provided a $25,000 matching grant.  “Thank you to all the Sunday schools, Lutheran elementary
schools, Pioneer groups, children, and grandchildren who contributed,” says Paula Danekas, LWMS
president.  “The generosity of the families involved in this project is overwhelming.

LWMS organizers also presented more than $107,000 to mission administrators for home and world
mission projects.  This includes contributions given by the 60 LWMS circuits throughout the year
as well as offerings given at the convention.  Danekas says that attending the convention and
learning what God has done in mission fields around the world is a great reminder of the goal of the
organization: keeping member congregations focused on the mission of proclaiming the gospel to
all nations.  “We take this renewed, refreshed, restored spirit back to our home congregations so they
too are inspired and lifted up by the events of the convention.”  The next LWMS convention will
be held June 23rd - 26th in Milwaukee, WI.

****Pastor Schaefer was recently elected by the ladies in our area of the Shoreline Circuit of LWMS
to be the Pastoral Advisor.****

PIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWSPIONEER NEWS

The Lutheran Pioneers will be hosting a brat fry at Larry’s Piggly Wiggly on Friday, August
13th and Saturday, August 14th.  Funds raised from this event will be used to support the
Pioneer Ministry at First German.  Teen and adult assistance is needed.  Contact the
Schwark’s (684-5892) or leave a note in mailbox 420 if you can help.  Thank you for your
help.  Come and enjoy a burger or brat.

All children from Kindergarten on up through the 8th grade are encouraged to join the
Lutheran Pioneers.  The year begins in September.  Watch for further information.
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