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ALL CHILDREN SHOULD MEET IN 

THE GYM AT 6:15 P.M.

CHRISTMAS EVE!

The Christmas Eve service begins at 6:30 P.M.

Don’t forget to bring your offering for Wisconsin Lutheran

Child and Family Service!  There is not an envelope this

year for this offering.  Student should just bring an offering

along with them and it will be collected from them in the

gym before the service starts.

Students should hang their coats outside of their

classrooms before going down to the gym.  Parents, please

remember this is a worship service.  Please do not snap
pictures of your children during the service.  Our purpose

of this service is to honor our newborn King.

Christian Parent Organization
This week we going to take the next step in looking

at how we can use God’s Word to teach our children

discernment.  We will look at how important it is in the

lives of children and then see how God’s Word can help us

see not only the benefits, but also see some examples of

how to do it.

ALL are invited to attend this Bible Study.  We are

going to be gathering in Mr. Leckwee’s classroom.  Just

follow the smell of food and coffee.  Hope to see you there.

This will be the last CPO of 2009.  We will meet

again on January 5th.

Food for December
20th:  Reif - Stecker

MLHS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
All students in grades 1-8 are invited to sing with

the Manitowoc Lutheran High School choirs in their

Christmas concert on December 23rd.  The children can

sing in either the 4:30 p.m. and/or 7:30 p.m. concert that

evening.  The concerts will be held at the Capitol Civic

Centre.  The children are learning the song and have

practiced with the choir’s recording of the piece.  This is an

excellent opportunity for your children to

be a part of an excellent choir and to

perform in such a beautiful hall.  We look

forward to seeing many First German

students on the stage with the choir.

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM THE STAFF & FACULTY

The faculty and staff here at First German

would like to take the next few lines and wish you all

a most BLESSED CHRISTMAS.

We hope you all take time and appreciate the

best gift of all this Christmas, which is the wonderful

gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We live in a day and

age where Christmas means so much less than the

time our loving God sent his Son, our Savior, to Earth

as a child.  To many it is just a time of lights and gifts

to give.  Though we are all thankful the many gifts

we have received from God, let’s never forget that

most precious free gift of forgiveness we have been

given.

We are all so thankful for YOU AND YOUR

CHILDREN, whose lives we have an opportunity to

be apart of, and the wonderful support you give to us

each year.  We are so happy to be a part of this

wonderful family at First German.  We pray the Lord

will continue to bless our Families in the upcoming

year.

Finally, thanks so much for the thoughtful kind

words and gifts that have been given to the staff.  We

appreciate them so much.  Thank you so much!!

CPO CHRISTMAS CRAFT & BAKE SALE RECAP
AGAIN, thank you to everyone who

participated in the Craft and Bake Sale this year and

also to those who purchased the goodies.  We raised

over $600 and that money will be put towards tuition

assistance here at First German.  We are going to be

purchasing a license for United Streaming in the

classrooms.  United Streaming is a teacher education

resource that provides teachers with educational

videos at the click of a few buttons.

We are also going to be purchasing some AV

materials for the classrooms.  A DVD player in Mrs.

Fischer’s room and a computer

for Mr. Menk’s Smartboard,

which has been a thorn in his

flesh.



ADVENT OFFERING IN CLASSROOMS
There is a collection box in each classroom for

Calvary Academy.  MONDAY WILL BE THE LAST
DAY TO GIVE AN OFFERING FOR CALVARY
ACADEMY.  This school is a Lutheran school located
in Florida that gives troubled youths another chance.

They have a Christ centered curriculum that gives these

children a chance to hear about Jesus as their Savior.

The children who come to Calvary Academy generally

range in age from 11 to 17 years old and are struggling

with life, wrestling with emotional problems and failing

to serve Jesus.  Their parents have exhausted their

resources for help.  The children may be experimenting

with disrespect, truancy, and drug and alcohol abuse.

We are using this opportunity to give gifts to other

children, instead of having a gift exchange in their

classrooms.  Let’s honor our Lord’s birth by helping

other children in need.  God gave us so much when he

gave us Jesus.  Help your child show thanks to our

heavenly Father for his love.

SATURDAY CHRISTMAS REHEARSAL
On Saturday, December 19th, at 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.,

all students need to attend the Christmas Eve service

rehearsal.  It is very important that all children attend, as

this is the only chance we will have to practice with all

participating students.  We will be practicing in the

church.  Thank you for your cooperation during this busy

time of holiday preparations.

MRS. SCHWEDE’S PIANO LESSONS
Everyone will be meeting Mrs. Schwede in

church next TUESDAY, December 22nd with piano
books.

Following is the schedule.  Make yourself a note

of your time, because I will not be coming to get anyone

out of school.

10:30 a.m. - Emily Schaller - all music

11:00 a.m. - Tresa Koeppe - all music

11:30 a.m. - Cole Zivko - just Christmas music

11:45 p.m. - Travis Pekarske - just Christmas music

12:00 p.m. - Earl Oswald - just Christmas music

12:15 p.m. - Sam Oswald - just Christmas music

12:50 p.m. - Abby Liermann - just Christmas music

1:00 p.m. - Alex Koeppe - all music

1:30 p.m. - Ryan Wendt - all music

Emily, Tresa, Alex and Ryan have 30 minute make up

lessons.  Everyone else is going through Christmas

music.

PIANO STUDENTS
Mrs. Schwede’s and Mrs. Menk’s students will

be playing pre-service music for Christmas Eve.  All

students will meet in the Heritage Hall by 5:50 p.m.

with their music.  We need to be in the church and

ready to start playing by 6:00 p.m.  See you there!

Mrs. Menk & Mrs. Schwede

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will be meeting every Sunday

through the Holidays.  Merry Christmas from the

Sunday School Staff.

HOLIDAY PACK FROM LIFETOUCH
Your child’s Picture Holiday Pack is in the

school library until Wednesday, December 23rd.  The

package is $20.00 or $12.00 a sheet.

LIBRARY NEWS
The Librarian Staff of First German would like

to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New

Year.

LABELS FOR EDUCATION & BOXTOPS
Just a reminder that shipments will be sent out

by December 31st.  Please drop off any labels and

boxtops to school.

LUTHERAN PIONEERS
Monday, December 21st — Pioneer Christmas

Caroling.  CHILDREN NEED TO BE TO SCHOOL

BY 6:00 P.M.  We will organize and drive to Manitou

Manor as a group.  We will leave school by no later

than 6:15 p.m.  After caroling the children will receive

a Christmas bag.  We will not be having a Christmas

party because of time constraints. We will need

parents to help drive.  Parents and family members are

encouraged to join us as we go caroling.

THRIVENT MATCHING GIFTS
First German needs you!!!  If you

are a Thrivent member, please stop in and

talk to Mr. Leckwee about how to best go

about using the Thrivent Giving-Plus program.  We

are still facing serious financial issues and every

dollar that we can get matched will help continue our

ministry here at First German.  This is going to be the

last year for that program.  The format of the program

is going to change, but I don’t know how at this time.

So if you haven’t used your matching funds yet, try to

do it before December ends.



CANTEEN - HALL MONITOR  HELP NEEDED
We have added a few more home basketball games to

our schedule this year.  Please take time to look at the

Volunteer sheets posted on the trophy case glass outside Mr.

Leckwee’s office.  The new games are on white paper and the

original games are on red paper.

There are slots open from the original games also, so

please sign up when you can help out.  Thanks.

C-TEAM BASKETBALL Practice - DEC. 19th 

 The practice will be on the 19th at 8:00 am.  The

practice will conclude so that all the children can go to the

church to participate in the Christmas Eve practice. 

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Saturday, December 19th C-Team Practice

Children in 2nd grade thru 4th grade who still wish to play for

C-Team basketball may still do so.  All they need to do is

come to this practice.

Saturday, December 19th vs. Bethany (Home)
Games start at 12:00 P.M.  (GB,BB,GA,BA)

Wednesday, January 6th vs. Cabrini (Home)
Games start at 4:30 P.M.   (7A boys, 8A boys)

Thursday, January 7th @ Kiel
Games begin at 5:00 P.M. (GA, 7A Boys)

Friday, January 8th vs. Maribel (home)
Game will begin at 5:00 P.M.  (7A boys)

Saturday, January 9th @ Wayside 
Games begin at 10:00 A.M. (GC,BC,GB,BB,GA,BA)

SPARTAN BASKETBALL NEWS
 Last weeks game against St. Peter’s Sturgeon Bay

Game Results Overall Record

Girls B No game (1-0)

Boys B W(27-9) (1-1)

Girls A W(24-22) (1-1)

8A Boys L(18-28) (0-2)

MANITOWOC LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
Upcoming Dates to Remember

Sat., 12/19 -Girls’ Basketball Parents’ Night vs.

Brillion

Wed., 12/23 -MLHS Christmas Concert @ Capitol

Civic Centre (4:30 & 7:30 p.m.)

12/24 to 1/3 -MLHS Offices Closed for Christmas

Recess

Tues., 1/5 -MLHS Board of Control Meeting

(6:30 p.m.)

Sun., 1/10 -MLHS Winter Band Concert

(2:00 p.m.)

CALVARY ACADEMY COOKIE BAKE OFF RECAP
We have not received a report from Calvary

Academy regarding the monetary success of their

annual sale.  The Lutheran Pioneer youth would deem

it a huge success.  742 dozen cookies and candies

were prepared and sent to Calvary Academy.  In

addition to that Mrs. Ungemach’s Home Ec. classes

prepared an additional 162 dozen cookies.  That made

a total of 904 dozen.  Thanks to the response of

members of First German, a generous amount of

baking supplies were donated, so the strain on the

Pioneer budget was eased considerably.  The Pioneers

sponsor a fry out at Piggly Wiggly for 2 days each

year and that helps pay the remaining cost of the

baking supplies.

Calvary Academy has moved the school to

Florida because of state regulations that would have

hindered the operation of the school but they still have

an office in South Milwaukee.  The cookie sale is one

of their largest fund raising effort (last year they raised

over $19,00.00). The sale takes place on two different

days at two different locations.  Every year they sell

every cookie that is donated.  They receive donations

from many congregations from all over Wisconsin but

I think it is fair to say that we have become the largest

donor of cookies.  The leaders and children of the

Pioneer ministry have performed an outstanding

service for Calvary Academy.  They offer their sincere

thanks for the generous donation of baking ingredients

for this project.

THANKSGIVING DINNER RECAP
93 people were served at the 10th Annual

Thanksgiving Dinner.  We had sufficient help for the

preparation, serving and cleanup. Thank you so very

much for your assistance.  Thank you to the many

people who donated desserts for the dinner and also

other food items.  Thanks to the generous monetary

donations which defrayed the cost of the meal. 

This year we asked for donations of gently used

clothing and the response was OK and many of the

donated items were taken that day.  The remainder

were sent to Repeat Performance Resale Store.  This is

a project we would like to continue next year.  We also

had several takeout requests.  We would like to

emphasize that aspect and transportation for those who

need it.  This can be a desirable effort to show our

presence in the community.

Again, thank you to everyone who helped with the

Thanksgiving Dinner.  God bless!



CLASSROOM NEWSCLASSROOM NEWSCLASSROOM NEWSCLASSROOM NEWS

Sonshine Preschool Notes from Mrs. Schaller
We have had a very busy schedule the last couple

of weeks.  Because of that, the things we had planned to

get done have not gotten done.  For the week of

December 21st - 23rd, the 3’s will finish the Bible Story

“God Leads the Wisemen to the Savior.”  The 4’s will

review the Christmas stories.  Both the 3’s and the 4’s

will work on Christmas projects and have a small

Christmas party.  For the week of January 4th - 8th, the

Bible story will be “The Flight to Egypt.”  The 3’s will

begin Winter related projects. The 4’s will finish the

letter I and start the letter J.  Merry Christmas and have

an enjoyable Christmas vacation!

Kindergarten Notes from Mrs. Fischer
We saw in the Bible lessons this week that God

takes care of our physical needs, but more importantly,

he takes care of our spiritual needs.  We want to

remember to trust that God will help us with all our

needs and to thank him for all his blessings.

The children are continuing the Reading Centers

from last week, but the math centers are new.  In the one

center, they are experimenting with geoboards.  In

another  center, they are completing and creating AB,

ABB, ABC, etc., patterns.  In the third center, they are

using a 100 chart and marking all the even numbers.  The

computer game is about filling in missing even numbers.

Our Christmas party will be on December 23rd so

please have the gift your child is giving to his/her friend

at school by December 22nd.  To end our morning on the

23rd, we will sit by the tree and I will read the Christmas

lesson from the Bible to the children.  We will also sing

some Christmas carols.  If you would like to join us,

come at about 12:10 p.m.

Remember, the children should come to the

Saturday (December 19th) rehearsal in church.  It is from

9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Also, your child is invited to

participate in either of the two MLHS Christmas concerts

on the 23rd.  They are at 4:30 and 7:30 p.m.

Weekend homework is to read a library book that

I send home.  It will be in a plastic bag.  Please return it

on Monday in the same bag.  Have your child tell you

about the book.  You write down what he/she says and

return the note with the book.  Thank you!

1st and 2nd Grade Notes from Mrs. Korte
Remember that the “Four Seasons Reading”

sheets should be returned when we come back to

school after our Christmas vacation, January 4, 2010.

Oh, by the way, there will not be a spelling test on the

first week when we get back to school.  Just keep your

child reading during the days off of school.

This Saturday is our joint practice for the

Christmas Service with the Sunday School children.

Please have your child at school by 9:00 a.m.  They

will be finished with this practice at 11:00 a.m.  So

you may come to pick them up at 11:00 a.m.

Thank you for sending the warm clothes for

recess time.  The students have had a lot of fun

playing on the snow banks.  Some of those banks are

really tall and fun to slide down on.

We wish you a very heartfelt Merry Christmas

and a Blessed New Year.

Upcoming Dates to Remember
Sat., 12/19 -Rehearsal for all Sunday School &

Day School Children

(9:00-11:00 a.m.)

Mon., 12/21 -May bring the Christmas gifts to

exchange

Wed., 12/23 -Christmas Rehearsal

-Opening of gifts in the classroom

-Noon Dismissal

3rd and 4th Grade Notes from Miss Wordell
This week, each 3rd grade student received a

dictionary from the local Elks lodge.  The Elks are
giving a dictionary to every 3rd grade student in

Manitowoc.  The books are full of many interesting

reference facts besides the dictionary listings of

words.  Students may keep them at school or at home.

The past few phy. ed. sessions have been used
for scooter soccer.  The children had a lot of fun

playing that game.  We have started to use the

parachute and played a “Snake Attack” game on it.

Both games really kept the students moving!  Have

your child tell you about them.

If you missed the deadline for the Calvary
Academy gift, please send the money on Monday.
We are extending the deadline.  This gift replaces the

gift giving between students in the classroom.

We will have a class Christmas party on the
morning of December 23rd.  I will bring some fruit

punch soda for the students to drink.  Students may

bring snacks to share.  We’ll set everything out on the



table and have a Christmas Snack Buffet!  We will have

a Christmas video and/or Christmas games that morning

too.

Now that winter has arrived, be sure your child

comes to school dressed for the weather.  Boots and
snow pants are needed for those who want to play in the

snow.  Hats/hoods and mittens/gloves are a must.

Please complete the church attendance slip being
sent home, and then return it after the holiday break.

Upcoming Dates to Remember
Sat., 12/19 -Rehearsal for Christmas Eve

(9:00-11:00 a.m.)

Mon., 12/21 -Calvary Academy $ Gift

Wed., 12/23 -Christmas Party

-Dismissal at Noon

Thur., 12/24 -Meet in the gym at 6:15 p.m.

Fri., 12/25 -Church @ 9:00 a.m.

Sun., 12/27 -Church @ 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Thur., 12/31 -Church @ 6:30 p.m.

Fri., 1/1 -Church @ 9:00 a.m.

Sun., 1/3 -Church @ 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Mon., 1/4 -School Resumes @ 9:00 a.m.

Fri., 1/8 -Spelling Test #13

Mon., 1/11 -Return Reading Log #14

5th and 6th Grade Notes from Mr. Siegler
Please remember the Calvary Academy collection

which we are taking in the classroom.  So far we have

about half the donations in.

Have a blessed Christmas vacation and come back

in the new year ready to go.

Tests and quizzes for 12 - 21  to 12 - 25
Mon. Science test chpt 8

Spelling test

Tue. Catechism quiz Q 81 - 82

English test unit 4

Wed. No tests

Thur. See you in church

Fri. See you in church again

Tests and quizzes for 1 - 4 to 1 - 8
Mon. No tests

Tue. Catechism quiz Q 83

Spelling pretest

Wed. Social studies test chpt 11

Thur. Spelling test

Fri. Catechism test Comm 5

Social studies test Unit 5

Reading test

CHRISTMAS DAY - Grades 5-8 Sing
Students in grades 5-8 are invited to sing with

the Mixed Choir on Christmas Day.  We rehearse with

the choir at 8:15 a.m. that morning in the balcony.

During the 9:00 a.m. service, students can sit with

their families until it is time to sing.  When it is time

to sing, students should make their way to the

balcony, sing with the choir, and then return to their

seats.  Thanks to those who are able to make that

possible.  

CHRISTMAS DAY BAND
Band students should be ready to rehearse in

the balcony at 8:30 a.m. on Christmas Day.  Please be

on time as we will need to make special seating

arrangements this time.  Thanks to everyone who will

play that morning.  The congregation greatly

appreciates your efforts.

7th & 8th Grade Notes from Mr. Menk
Thank you to everyone for your Christmas

cards, gifts and holiday wishes.  May God continue to

bless all of our families at First German and

Manitowoc Lutheran High School.  Book reports are

due Monday.

Book reports are due Monday.

Don’t forget to bring in your Christmas offering

for Calvary Academy.  Whatever you can donate

would be greatly appreciated by the families and

students of that school.  (Remember this takes the

place of a classroom Christmas gift exchange.)

7th & 8th Grade Notes from Mr. Leckwee

Jesus is the Reason for the Season!Jesus is the Reason for the Season!Jesus is the Reason for the Season!Jesus is the Reason for the Season!
Come and Worship our Lord!Come and Worship our Lord!Come and Worship our Lord!Come and Worship our Lord!

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
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